
Burglary, theft and vandalism are always unwelcomed events; 
particularly for a small business such as a dance studio. Often 
resulting in damage and/or loss of valuable property, these 
occurrences can have a major impact on your business. There 
are things you can do to reduce the likelihood of your business 
being a victim of these crimes.

The Insurance Institute of America recommends 
implementing the following controls to protect your studio 
from a burglary:
• Use appropriate locks, 

safes, and structually 
sound exterior doors. Limit 
access to keys and change 
combinations to safes 
frequently. 

• Install alarm systems 
and surveillance cameras 
attached to offsite recording 
devices, and enlist the help 
of security guards at your 
premises.

• Eliminate places where 
burglars can hide and 
securely store ladders or 
tools which could be used to 
break into your studio.

• Engrave or paint valuables 
to deter burglary and to 
prove ownership if the stolen 
items are recovered. Avoid 
labels which can be removed 
and are less obvious than 
“PROPERTY OF (YOUR 
DANCE STUDIO NAME)”  
in bright, indelible paint. 

• Adopt opening and closing 
procedures that will 
frustrate burglars. For 
example, check premises for 
unauthorized persons right 
before closing and opening. 
Caution employees against 
sharing information about 
premises or procedures with others.

• Train staff to watch for potential burglars casing premises. 

• Develop and practice procedures for notifying and 
cooperating with police. Hold employees accountable for 
maintaining and complying with these controls.

You can use the following methods to control unauthorized 
access to your studio:
• Increase lighting around your building. Consider installing 

motion-sensitive floodlights to illuminate dark areas of your 
property, such as under stairways, behind shrubbery, and the 
roof. Install these lights so they are difficult for thieves to 
reach and disarm. The brighter the light, the better.

• Install shatterproof glass on windows that allow easy access 
to your building, such as exterior door windows, windows 
within 40 inches of the doorknob, basement windows, and 
office door windows.

• Burglary-resistant glazing comes in many varieties, so 
consult a glass installation expert for a solution to fit your 
needs.

• Keep your premises free of debris that can be used as a 
tool to gain access to your building. Trim trees away from 
buildings so burglars can’t climb them to gain access to 
windows or the roof.

• Store ladders indoors or on their sides and securely anchored 
when not in use.
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