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When Rhonda Sciortino eman-
cipated from the foster care 
system at age 16, she wanted 

to leave her past far behind her. But on the 
road to becoming a successful insurance 
agent, Sciortino’s past caught up with her 
when she was asked to help the Hillview 
Acres Children’s Home secure more afford-
able insurance so they wouldn’t be forced to 
close the facility.

“I was able to get their insurance taken care 
of,” Sciortino said.

A follow-up thank you note from the 
agency’s director set Sciortino back in time. 
Sciortino officially became a ward of the 
state when her mother abandoned her at 6 
months of age, but was placed with her bio-

logical grandparents. Outside of living with 
one foster family for a short time, Sciortino 
lived in poverty, abused and neglected by 
her grandparents. During her time in foster 
care, the family made a profound impact 
on Sciortino, and as she read the note from 
the agency’s director she was reminded of a 
conversation she had with her foster father 
many years prior.

“I remember those foster parents and what 
the foster father said to me. He said, ‘young 
lady you better quit feeling sorry for your-
self and start figuring out what you were put 
here to accomplish,’” Sciortino said. “And 
it hit me that man said I was put here for a 
reason.”

For Sciortino, that reason became an 

opportunity to help foster care agencies and 
foster parents throughout the country obtain 
affordable, quality insurance to protect 
themselves. 

“The insurance industry doesn’t understand 
what the risks are,” Sciortino said. “It was 
easy to start my own business and to be an 
entrepreneur. I created my own space.”

In 1989 at the age of 27, Sciortino founded 
Human Services Insurance, the only retail 
insurance brokerage in the United States 
founded to protect people and organizations 
that care for abused children. She sold that 
business in 1999. In 1995, Sciortino then 
founded Child Welfare Insurance Services, 
a wholesale insurance operation designed 
to empower insurance brokers throughout 
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A Foster Child’s Wish Come True
Sarah, 19, recently completed the Army’s basic training. In the past, Sarah did not have any family 
with her as other trainees visited with theirs. When it came time to celebrate the end of their train-
ing, Sarah wished to have her two caseworkers come to South Carolina to celebrate with her. These 
caseworkers were the closest Sarah had to family and she couldn’t imagine graduating without 
them there. One Simple Wish posted a special page for Sarah’s wish and within a week enough 
money was raised to grant it! Her two caseworkers were able to travel from New Jersey to South 
Carolina and spend two days celebrating this wonderful achievement.

One Simple Wish enables everyone to make a difference in the lives of foster children and at-risk 
youth by allowing them to grant their wishes through One Simple Wish’s website at www.onesim-
plewish.org. If you are interested in granting a wish or have a foster child who would like to submit 
a wish, write to info@onesimplewish.org for more information.

America to become advocates for 
the child welfare organizations in 
their communities. 

Highly successful in educating 
and helping foster care agencies 
and insurance companies come 
together, Sciortino sold Child 
Welfare Insurance Services in 
2008 to Markel Insurance and 
today serves as that company’s 
child welfare specialist. 

“In this role I have the tremen-
dous opportunity to connect 
child welfare organizations with 
insurance professionals in their 
communities who understand 
the risks and realities of car-
ing for children and families,” 
Sciortino said. “I select insurance 
professionals in areas through-
out the United States who have 
made a specific commitment to 
protecting people and organiza-
tions that protect children, and I 
help them understand how best 
to protect and defend their child welfare 
clients.”

In addition, Sciortino has broadened the 
scope of her work to impact others in posi-
tive ways. She has written a book, “Succeed 
Because of What You’ve Been Through,” as a 

way to be an inspiration to others.

“I hope that my overarching message of suc-
ceeding because of what we’ve been through 
changes the way foster alumni think of 
themselves,” Sciortino said. “Rather than 
wounded victims, we should see ourselves 
as the strong, courageous, resourceful, resil-

ient survivors we are. When 
we see ourselves in a more 
positive light, we make bet-
ter choices, get better results, 
attract better people to our 
lives, and show the world that 
it is possible to succeed not 
just despite painful experi-
ences, but specifically because 
of them.”

Through the book, speaking 
engagements and her radio 
show, “Crack the Code, Succeed 
Because of What You’ve 
Been Through” on Southern 
California’s KTIE590, Sciortino 
is spreading the word about 
her experiences and the ability 
to overcome adversity. 

“I would like for everyone, 
including foster parents, to 
find the positive characteristics 
about the children within their 
influence and point those char-
acteristics out to the children,” 

Sciortino said. “If we don’t tell children who 
they are (strong, courageous, resilient, etc), 
someone else will (TV, radio, gangs, traffick-
ers, etc).”

For more information about Sciortino, visit 
http://www.rhondasciortino.com. !


