
 
It is important to winterize your manufactured home—especially if you won’t be living in it during the winter months.  
Manufactured homes are particularly susceptible to damage during winter due to exposed pipes and poor insulation. There are 
important steps to take to winterize your manufactured home in order to protect it from costly damages. Taking precautions to 
prepare it for the winter while you are away will help keep your home safe and functioning for the season ahead. 
 
Prevent freezing pipes 
Exposed pipes can freeze, and worse yet, burst. To ensure you don’t come back to a mess in the spring, you will want to take the 
proper steps to protect your pipes before the first frost. 

 1. Make sure the water is completely shut off.

 2.  Standing water in pipes can freeze, so it is important to drain your pipes. To do this, turn your faucets on. Flush your 

toilet until there is no water left to flush. Use an air compressor to force any remaining water out of your pipes.

 3. Close the drains and faucets. Close the toilet’s shut-off valve.

 4. Locate all of your exposed pipes outside and under your home.

 5. Spray foam insulation in any holes where the pipes enter the home.

 6. Wrap pipe insulation in the form of heat tape around all parts of the pipe, so they are completely covered.

 7.  Find any outside faucets and wrap them in rags, then secure with plastic and duct tape. This ensures that no air can 

get in.

 8. Clear the water from the dishwasher line.

 9. Drain water from the washing machine and disconnect the water hoses.

 10. Drain the hose from the refrigerator’s ice maker and disconnect the hose.

 11. Drain the water from the hot water heater.

 12. Set your thermostat to 40 degrees, which is a good point to keep the inside above freezing.

Insulate areas where air can enter 
Sealing drafts is another way to winterize your manufactured home.

 1. Caulk holes where cables lead into your home.

 2. Install weather stripping to your door frame and windows.

 3. Install insulation under your home to prevent drafts from coming in through the floor.

Protect against rodents
Rats and mice look for places to keep warm and eat during the winter months, and unfortunately, they can leave damages in 
their wake. Follow these steps to prevent rodents from entering your manufactured home.

 1.  Thoroughly clean your home of any food crumbs and do not leave any opened containers of food. It may be necessary 

to clear your pantry, refrigerator, and freezer of all food.

 2. Dispose of any trash and wash the containers.

 3. Seal your vents.

 4. Spray foam insulation into any remaining holes.

 5. Place rodent repellent around entrances, counter tops, and cabinets.

 6. Rodents can start fires by chewing through wires. Make sure you unplug all appliances.
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Prevent theft
Vacant homes are prime residences to fall victim to theft. Here are a few ways to deter thieves while you are away.

 1. Stop your mail and delivery services.

 2. Use high quality locks for all doors and windows.

 3. Set light timers to make it look like someone is home.

 4. Install motion sensor lights.

 5. Ask neighbors to check on your home.

 6. Remove any valuables, or keep them away from windows.

 7. Make sure all points of entry are visible to others—this may mean removing shrubbery.

Hire a professional
Winterizing your manufactured home can be time consuming, so you may consider hiring a professional. Here are a few national 
websites that can help you find winterization services in your area:

 • homeserviceslocator.com/home-winterization

 • homeadvisor.com

 • angieslist.com

Finally, be sure to contact your manufactured home insurance provider to ensure that you have the proper coverage for your 
unoccupied manufactured home. Not sure if you have the proper protection? Please visit markelspecialtyproperty.com to learn 
more or to find a licensed Markel agent in your area.
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